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‘MODERN WARS’ AND “BACKWARD
SOCIETIES’

The Balkan Wars in the History of Twentieth-Century
European Warfare

Wolfgang Hopken

The Balkan Wars have been perceived in ambivalent and contradictory
ways, both among the general public and in scholarly works. Whereas
in the Balkan countries they have generally long been glorified as ‘wars
of liberation’, with little attention given to their violence and social
consequences,’ the European public and historiography often described
them, as Enika Abazi has recently put it, ‘exclusively in terms of
atrocities’.? The contemporary European public was divided about the
wars. Some observers reaffirmed what Maria Todorova has termed the
‘orientalist’ perception of the region,® attributing the extremely violent
character of the wars to the ‘semi-culture of the Balkan tribes’,* while
others acknowledged or even welcomed the Balkan Wars, in particular
the first, as a legitimate fight for ‘the nation’.” In addition, while
many considered the wars to be ‘traditional” and ‘typically Balkan’,
others, such as military experts, who travelled in great numbers to the
Balkan theatre, viewed the conflicts at the same time as ‘modern’, and
foreshadowing many of the experiences that Europe could anticipate
in its next war.

Scholars in military history no less have yet to reach a consensus
about how to deal with the Balkan Wars and where to situate them
in the history of twentieth-century European warfare. Some, like
the doyens of military historiography John Keegan and Michael
Howard, downplay their significance to a footnote, viewing them as
totally overshadowed by the Great War.® Others have placed the wars
outside the traditions of “‘European’ warfare. In their view, to quote the
German-Israeli historian Dan Diner, these wars ‘in their intensity and
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cruelty were alien to the regulated military wars between states in the
European continent’” and, to quote another German historian, therefore
should be placed in the category of colonial warfare.® It is only recently
that the violence of the Balkan Wars has been considered in the broader
context of what happened in other parts of Europe during the ‘age of
extremes’.’ Reflecting upon the Yugoslav wars of the 1990s and trying
to save the region and its people from the ‘orientalist’ accusation of
being inherently violent, authors like Mark Biondich have regarded
the wars and violence in the Balkans as an integral part of the ‘dark’
European twentieth century.!

It seems that these disparate perspectives in fact reflect the deeply
ambivalent character of the two Balkan Wars. On the one hand, they
were rather ‘conventional” small-scale and local conflicts, by all criteria
far removed from the dimension of warfare that the Great War would
bring two years later. They can also scarcely be categorized as ‘total
war’, neither in terms of their intensity and resources nor in their
consequences for society. However, on the other hand, the Balkan Wars
were also a watershed, at least in the history of wars in the Balkans.
They were ‘the last Turkish wars’ in the tradition of the eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century ‘Oriental Question’, but at the same time they went
very much beyond the kind of warfare that the region had witnessed
during the previous centuries. The Balkan Wars were hybrid in nature,
a blend of traditional warfare with many of the features that would
characterize the subsequent twentieth-century European conflicts. In
the following, I illustrate this hybrid character by focusing mainly on
four aspects of the wars: the relationship between war and society; the
changing experiences of war; the intensity and extensity of war; and,
finally, the question of the character of violence during the wars.

‘Modern Warfare’ and ‘Backward Societies’

The armies that were involved in the Balkan Wars already reflect a
tension between ‘modernity’ and ‘backwardness’. In Serbia and Bulgaria
in particular, and to a lesser degree and with a certain delay in Greece,
the armies of the last quarter of the nineteenth century had developed
into military formations that were ‘modern’ by almost all criteria. In
Serbia, for example, military reform had been stimulated by the many
deficits that the Serbian army had revealed during the war against the
Ottomans in 1876 and, in particular, in Serbia’s disastrous defeat by
Bulgaria in 1885. Reform had transformed the army from ‘peasants
in arms’ into a well-organized, well-trained and disciplined military
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force."! The first attempts to replace the traditional way of fighting in
local and decentralized ceta by a centrally commanded, ‘standing’ army
had been undertaken during the ‘First Serbian Uprising’ in 1808 and
1811, but had failed. Nor had they materialized after the Serbian state
had been established.”? Demands for a professionalized standing army
arose in particular during the 1860s, inspired by the French idea of a
‘nation in arms’ and guided by French concepts and advisers, but these
demands were not satisfied, mainly because of the lack of financial
resources. No more than a small prince’s “guard” of up to 4,000 standing
soldiers came into being, while the bulk of the army of up to 100,000
men consisted of largely untrained peasants.*

The defeat in the first Serbian-Ottoman war of 1876 had revealed
the flaws of the army, and even victory in the second war of 1877-
78 could not hide the limitations of the ‘peasant in arms’. The army
was ill-equipped in technological terms, and it lacked clear command
structures and often discipline as well. It had been more the weakness of
the Ottoman army and the favourable international conditions than the
quality of the army that had made Serbian military victory possible.!*
Nationalist ambitions, which in political terms became more concrete
during the last quarter of the nineteenth century, could hardly be
achieved in the long run with such a “premodern” army. A fundamental
restructuring of the Serbian army therefore took place in 1883 and 1897.
The narodna vojska (people’s army) was abolished in favour of a standing
professional army, based on regular conscriptions and a two-year
period of service.”® The number of soldiers under arms grew constantly
after the 1880s. The command structures were professionalized, and
for the first time a regular general staff was established as a permanent
body after 1876, in line with overall European practice.”® While the
wars of the nineteenth century had been fought without any real
strategic preparation, the war against the Ottoman Empire in 1912 had
been prepared for professionally since the turn of the century.” In
particular, officers” education and qualifications were improved. After
early attempts to establish a specific military education during the
1830s and 1840s had seen only unstable results, since the mid-century
specific officers’ schools, combining general education and military
qualification, had been opened, finally leading to the foundation of a
higher military academy in 1880." While in 1880 only 187 candidates
enrolled in the higher military academy, on the eve of the Balkan
Wars the number had risen to more than 1,700.° The officers’ material
conditions had improved considerably with the turn of the century,
and pensions had made the military profession particularly attractive.
More importantly, the officer’s social status had been enhanced, and as
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a result the officer corps had become a part of the urban and educated
elite.? Just as in other European countries, as General Misi¢ noted in
1907, the Serbian state began to secure the social position of the officer
as a major representative of the state and the nation.?! The qualifications
and regular training of the ordinary soldiers improved no less. Military
manoeuvres were held, involving between 10,000 and 30,000 soldiers,
numbers unknown in former times.*? In 1909, the Serbian journal Srpski
KniZevni Glasnik published statistical data, indicating that the Serbian
army had even fewer disciplinary cases than the German army.*
Parallel to these institutional reforms, the army’s technical
equipment, which in 1877-78 and in 1885 had proven to be outdated,
was substantially renewed by importing up-to-date weaponry,
mainly from France and Germany.* Certainly the project of military
modernization had not been accomplished when the war started, as
foreign military attachés observed. Only the first army contingent
was equipped with the most modern weaponry, while the second
contingent lagged behind and the third contingent resembled the old
peasant militia.”® And despite the fact that the government had taken
up substantial loans and almost plundered its treasury, the equipment
did not allow more than a relatively short war.?* In general, however,
both diplomats and military specialists considered the Serbian army to
be “a well-conceived and well-functioning institution’,” unprecedented
in its size, restructured according to European standards, updated in its
technological capabilities and well prepared in strategic terms.
Bulgaria, too, had taken a similar route towards ‘military
modernization’. Having been dependent largely on Russian equipment,
know-how and officers after the ‘liberation” of 1878, beginning with the
era of Stefan Stambulov the Bulgarian army replaced the strong Russian
influence with a more diverse system of institutional models, contacts
and technical supply, relying in particular on France. The Japanese
victory in the Russo-Japanese war of 1905, which left a great impression
on the Bulgarian military, had an especially deep impact on the country’s
reorientation as far as military education, strategy and equipment were
concerned.”® Since that time, the country had established what the
correspondent of the German Kélnische Zeitung, Richard von Mach,
called a ‘well-conceptualized and excellent organization of the army
... [based on] substantial financial means’.”” Regular conscriptions,
which had been introduced after the establishment of the Bulgarian
state in 1878 and which were implemented, unlike in Greece, with
few exceptions, gave the army a strong numerical basis. The number
of officers increased constantly, reaching more than 2,200 on the
eve of the wars.® They became qualified through a close network of
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military schools and academies and held, even more than in Serbia, a
highly respected social status, being considered part of the country’s
intelligentsia.®! Because officers were almost the only civil servants who
had job security, higher military service became an important avenue
of upward social mobility.

In terms of technology, the late 1890s also witnessed the transition
in Bulgaria from an army relying on traditional warfare to one relying
on machine-led warfare, much like industry had gone from artisan
or manufacture production to machine production. Modern weapons
were imported, mostly from Germany, and up-to-date artillery was
obtained from France.®? As the Bulgarian ambassador to Russia told
the Russian prime minister on the eve of the Balkan Wars, for more
than thirty years his country had concentrated all its energy and
power on bringing the army to the highest level possible.®® Even an
airplane department was established in the Bulgarian War Ministry as
early as 1906, and the first airplanes for the army were bought shortly
thereafter. In the efforts of military preparation, officers were sent to
France for training. Still, most of the airplanes were flown by foreign
pilots, particularly Russians.** The actual military effect of aircraft
during the Balkan Wars, as was also the case for the Ottoman Empire
or Serbia,* was more than limited. The twenty-nine airplanes — among
them eighteen that had been imported from Russia, six from France and
four from Germany - flew 230 operations in both Balkan Wars, but only
79 of them in combat. The remaining flights served to provide supplies
or intelligence, or to drop leaflets to the general population. Only four
aircraft carried bombs, which were employed, among others, during
the attack on Adrianople. They caused more psychological stress than
military damage. Often planes were out of order, or operations had
to be cancelled due to supply or weather problems.*® Nevertheless,
Bulgarian airpower drew considerable attention both domestically and
internationally. It was seen as a striking sign of the country’s military
modernizing efforts.”

Military reform took root much later in Greece’s army, which in the
late nineteenth century was limited in size and weak in organizational
capacity. Even decades after the country’s independence in 1830, the
army had minor military importance in comparison with the many
irregular units, which often operated under the control of local
‘warlords’.®® The numerical strength of the army in the middle of the
nineteenth century was not more than 10,000. It fluctuated between
15,000 and 25,000 soldiers during the following decades, until just
before the Balkan Wars. Conscription, introduced only in 1880, was
enforced with many exceptions, so that only a small percentage of
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those formally subject to conscription were actually drafted.* Lagging
behind Bulgaria and Serbia, and despite severe financial limitations,
military reforms in Greece nevertheless took shape after the turn of
the century, improving the army’s professionalization, equipment and
qualifications, largely on the basis of French concepts and with France’s
support. On the side of the Balkan Alliance, only the tiny Montenegrin
army remained at the beginning of its transformation from a militia-
type plemenska vojska into an army with professional structure by the
time of the Balkan Wars.®* Command structures, however, were in
practice still unregulated, and even the Montenegrin military leaders
would complain of the lack of discipline among the soldiers and the
lack of military education among the officers.*!

Allin all, the military in the Balkan states was surely one of the most
successful arenas of ‘modernization’. The cost was high, however. Given
that none of the countries was able to produce much of the necessary
military equipment by itself —not even ammunition for the new weapons
— imports required huge financial resources. Military expenditures,
reaching more than a quarter of the entire budget and exceeding, on
a per capita basis, even those of industrialized Western European
countries like Great Britain and Germany, constantly overstretched the
budgets and contributed to the indebtedness of all the Balkan states at
the turn of the century. Short-term loans and plundering the reserves in
foreign currency to finance the purchase of weapons and ammunition
had exhausted the countries” financial resources even before the war
had started.*” Even if this ‘expensive army” was consuming more than
a quarter of the Bulgarian budget, as the politician Stojan Danev, at
that time head of the Bulgarian parliament, explained to the Austrian
ambassador in early 1912, this was an ‘inevitable sacrifice” in order to
fulfil the country’s ‘national aspirations’.*

Foreign observers usually spoke with high esteem of most of the
Balkan armies. The Bulgarian army in particular was praised for
being familiar with ‘the most modern practices of the most important
European armies’ and being ‘comparable with the armies of the great
European countries, which were long since used to wars’. The British
Major P. Howell, who visited the Bulgarian army between the First and
Second Balkan Wars, compared it to that of Japan — “a highly successful
army ... created ab ovo in one generation’. The Serbian army also, in
terms of ‘organization, weaponry and equipment [was considered to
be] absolutely modern’.* The allied victories during the First Balkan
War confirmed the Western perception that Serbia had proved able
‘to form a well-equipped and disciplined army within a short period
of time’.*® The high opinion of the Allies’ armies contrasted starkly
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with the rather sceptical views of foreign witnesses concerning the
Ottoman army, which at the outbreak of the wars in 1912 was still in the
middle of a German-guided modernization and reform process. While
these usually were full of recognition for the ordinary Turkish soldier,
not without reproducing conventional European stereotypes about
the ‘fanatic’ Muslim warrior,* many observations by correspondents
and diplomatic observers painted a more unfavourable picture of the
army’s outlook and preparation.” German advisers to the Ottoman
Empire themselves noted positive effects in this effort, but they were
generally frustrated by the slow pace of reform and sceptical of the
army’s quality.*

Owing not least to the apparently highly developed character of the
Balkan armies, the many European military experts who witnessed
the theatre of war in 1912-13 expected the Balkan War to be a ‘modern
one’, one that offered even for their own countries insights from which
they might learn. As one of them remarked, while the experiences of
the Franco-German War of 1870-71 had already lost their importance,
the war in the Balkans could offer conclusions for the next European
war to come.” Prussian and Bavarian officers serving in the Ottoman
Empire even asked for the opportunity to participate in the war on
the Ottoman side as commanders in order to update their knowledge,
requests that met with reluctance not only on the part of the Ottoman
authorities, but also among the German ones. Although the German
military was eager to have first-hand reports, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs hesitated to give the officers permission in view of possible
diplomatic frictions. Indeed, only a few managed to serve in the field,
after they relinquished their German citizenship for the duration of the
war. Their reports to the war ministries of Prussia and Bavaria were
well received as a source of valuable information.®® At the centre of
their interest were questions not only of military theory and strategy,
but also of military technology, such as the new weaponry. The new
ammunition and artillery used in the wars had ‘stood the test’ for
future wars, in the words of a German military officer describing the
Serbian army and its campaigns.” Because the warring parties had
obtained their new weaponry from Germany, as was the case for the
Ottoman Empire, or from France, as Serbia did, or from both Germany
and France, as was true of Bulgaria, the Balkan Wars were also seen as
a competition between German and French military technology.*

In the end, the conclusions that the foreign military experts drew
from the theatre of war were mixed. Some of them, like the Bavarian
Major Endres, saw ‘little [that] could be learned from’.”® And while
his British colleague Major Howell, witnessing the Bulgarian warfare,
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saw little benefit for upcoming European wars, experiences from a
war like that in Thrace, being fought more “under Asian than under
European conditions’, could well offer something for ‘colonial wars’
such as in Afghanistan or Northern India.** Others, like his colleague
Lossow, who served with Endres in the Ottoman army, saw valuable
experiences insofar as the efficacy of the new, modern weapons was
concerned. Even though the wars had offered a limited experience
in strategic and technological terms, and had merely confirmed the
military and strategic concepts their countries had developed,” they
had demonstrated, at least, as German and Austrian observers noted,
the importance of what was called the ‘moral preparation” for war.
More than ever, as a German officer pointed out, future wars could be
won only if the soldiers were driven by a strong moral impetus to fight,
and the Balkan soldiers had shown that ‘a belligerent spirit’ is nothing
‘reprehensible’, as was often heard among the German public, but an
asset that must be constantly reaffirmed within the society.>

Adoption of the European principle of a standing and professional
army, however, was not consistent, and the result was an element of
‘hybridity’, even in the military’s organizational structure. Specifically,
the traditional concept of a ‘peasant nation in arms” had not been totally
abandoned. Paramilitaries and ‘armed civilians’, forces that during the
nineteenth century had been the backbone of the countries” military
resources — and for some of them, such as Greece and Montenegro,
even the most important resources — continued to play their role during
wartime even after the establishment of regular armies. In Serbia, the
idea of abolishing the narodna vojska in 1883 had met with resistance
from the influential Radical Party, which considered a standing army
a contradiction to the party’s concept of an egalitarian and patriarchal
Serbian society. Militia-type units were therefore kept up, albeit under
the army’s control. Cetnik warfare was part of the military education,
and their operational activities during military conflicts were seen as an
auxiliary force, acting behind the front lines and in combination with
the regular troops.” More than that, in Serbia as well as in Bulgaria, the
irregular armed groups, the ceta and komitadzi, which had already played
an important role in former wars and, since the turn of the century, had
become crucial military actors in Macedonia in particular,®® became an
important and integral part of military campaigns during the Balkan
Wars as well. Since 191011, ¢etnik units increasingly were trained and
the general staff of the Serbian army systematically began to organize
their equipment and supply. When the war against the Ottoman
Empire started, their activities were coordinated by the general staff.”
Although they were increasingly subordinated to the regular army, they
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nonetheless continued to act on their own, blurring and undermining
the army’s monopoly on violence.®” The traditional dualism between
regular and irregular forces, which had never been eliminated during
the Balkan countries’ state-building process, was thus maintained, with
dire consequences for the nature and, in particular, the level of violence
during the Balkan Wars.

An even more striking expression of the armies’ ‘hybrid modernity’
was the obvious contradiction between their relatively high standard
in terms of number and technology and the general backwardness
of the infrastructure and limited organizational capacities of their
respective states. When the Balkan governments summoned their male
citizens to arms in 1912 in then-unprecedented numbers, mobilization
in Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece impressed foreign observers,® but was
nevertheless accompanied by many logistical shortcomings. Transport
facilities in particular were inadequate for the tremendous number of
mobilized soldiers. Only roughly a quarter of them could be transported
by rail. Motor vehicle transport was still in its early stages anyway, and
had little impact on the conduct of the war.®? The bulk of soldiers had
to be transported by horse and oxcart or travelled on foot.”® Though
‘modern’ in terms of the number of soldiers involved, the campaigns
were thus as slow as those of the nineteenth-century wars. Soldiers, as
it was reported from the Ottoman side, often were not familiar with
the new and modern weapons or badly prepared to dig adequate
trenches, and the newly imported heavy artillery were hard to transport
on the badly prepared roads and bridges during the rainy autumn
campaigns.* In addition, important items of equipment such as field
kitchens, sometimes even uniforms and boots, were lacking, leaving
soldiers often unprepared for bad weather conditions during the First
Balkan War.®® The supply of food also failed to ‘meet the standards
of a modern army’, as observers noticed with regard to the Bulgarian
army, leading to insufficient nutrition and even hunger among many
soldiers in the course of the wars.*® Although all Balkan governments
had invested in communication facilities, not least for military reasons,
as the Russo-Japanese war had been instructive in this respect, telegraph
lines were less than half the length of those in Western European
countries of comparable size. Finally, all the belligerents were prepared
for an intensive but short war. As a result, there was a shortage of
ammunition throughout the war, which (fortunately) limited the effect
of the modern weapons with which the armies were supplied.

Most dramatic and most painful, however, was the almost total
lack of medical support during the wars. None of the Balkan states
had provided for medical care, at least not in relation to the increased
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military capacities they had built up. In Serbia, serious ideas concerning
medical care of the army had appeared only in the 1860s. They had been
promoted largely by Vladan Djordjevi¢, a physician who had tried to
introduce the Prussian-style practice of military medicine in Serbia.® His
ideas, however, were not put into effect during the following decades.
As a result, Serbia entered the Serbian-Ottoman wars of 1876 and 1877-
78 with about sixty doctors for more than 100,000 soldiers, less than a
quarter of the number that would have been appropriate.®® A foreign
observer noted that ‘the history of warfare in the last 25 years affords no
example of an outright undersupply of medical personnel, in relation
to what was actually required, that is commensurate with the situation
in the recent Serbian-Turkish war’.”’ The picture had not changed in
1885, when only twenty-two military doctors were responsible for the
care of Serbian soldiers during the war with Bulgaria.”!

With the military modernization and expansion of the Serbian army,
the number of doctors, both civilian and military, increased substantially
over the following two decades. Considering the tremendous increase
in troop strength and the army’s technological progress, however, the
roughly 290 doctors for more than 350,000 soldiers at the beginning of
the Balkan Wars represented a proportion as insufficient as thirty years
earlier.”” Nurses were also lacking, both in numbers and still more in
terms of qualifications. Women’s organizations, which appeared on
the scene during the second half of the nineteenth century, such as the
Kolo srpskih sestara (Ring of Serbian Sisters), had taken it as one of their
primary tasks to prepare young women as volunteers for wars to come.”
But the ‘ladies from all strata of society” who joined the hospitals in great
numbers during the Balkan Wars, and were described by contemporary
witnesses as well as later historians as having been inspired by a high
patriotic passion,” had totally inadequate qualifications. Foreign
doctors serving in the Balkan states complained almost unanimously
about the lack of skill of the nurses, who sometimes worsened rather
than improved the condition of the wounded.”

Medical supply in Bulgaria also was considered to be ‘generally
deficient’.” Despite ‘preparing for the war for such a long time’, as
remembered by the German doctor Kirschner, who served during the
war in Bulgarian hospitals, preparations in the medical field had been
almost totally neglected,” and, following Bulgarian figures, there was
a lack of about six hundred medical doctors to cope with the increasing
number of wounded soldiers, not counting in international assistance.”
Indeed, it was in part the disastrous experience of the Balkan Wars that
finally led to the decision in Bulgaria as well as Serbia to open a medical
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faculty at the universities in Sofia and Belgrade, something that had
been discussed since the 1890s and long demanded by the military.”

Montenegro had no institutionalized system of medical care for the
army at all. It had four doctors for 40,000 soldiers.®* When the war
quickly involved more losses than expected, it became clear to the
Montenegrin public, as the Austrian delegate to Cetinje reported, that
fighting had been started “with a carelessness recalling barbaric times’.®!

In the Ottoman Empire, the situation, particularly at the beginning
of the war, encountered just as many difficulties.® Here, the growing
number of refugees who, in addition to wounded soldiers, poured
into the cities in poor health made the situation even worse.*® The
situation became disastrous when cholera hit the armies in November
1912. For the Ottoman army, the disease proved to be ‘an opponent
more dangerous than the enemy’. With little professional and efficient
treatment, many of the infected were left alone or sent behind the front
lines, where San Stefano became a real ‘cholera camp’, causing up to
6,000 deaths.®* The situation was only little better among the Bulgarian
army, severely affecting its military capacities. Neither the medical
personnel nor the institutional facilities were prepared to cope with the
epidemic, at least not at the front.*

Itwasthe many foreign doctorsand nurses who came to the battlefields
of the Balkan Wars who eased the situation, although they could hardly
compensate for the numerous structural deficits. Immediately after the
outbreak of hostilities, the International Red Cross, the national Red
Cross organizations, governments and universities sent doctors to the
individual warring countries. This had been a practice in former wars,
but participants reached unprecedented numbers during the Balkan
Wars,® thus also reflecting the new dimension of the war. While for
some, like the experienced British Red Cross nurse Claire Stobart,
their service was motivated by Christian compassion,® others had a
combination of altruistic and practical motives. Like many military
men, foreign doctors saw the Balkan Wars as an opportunity to gain
first-hand experience for future wars. The last first-hand experience of
war in Europe had occurred in 1870-71; the Russo-Japanese war and
Second Boer War had offered only limited opportunity for practical
observations, owing to the distance of the theatres of war from Europe.
Thus, it was the Balkan Wars that enabled medical personnel to gain
expertise in contemporary battlefield medicine. In particular, they
could learn the effects of the new weaponry and ammunition. The
usage of chloroform and bacteriological issues were also of interest.®
Alfred Exner, the leading expert among military surgeons, went to
the Balkan Wars to study new opportunities to perform field surgery
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near the front line,* and the annual congress of the German Society for
Surgery dedicated a specific panel in 1913 to experiences during the
Balkan Wars. Anton Waldmann, who in the 1920s would become one
of the leading military medical specialists in the Reichswehr, praised
the experience that German doctors had gained during the Balkan
Wars.” Even American military doctors made use of more than one
thousand X-ray images of wounded Turkish soldiers from the Balkan
Wars to study the effects of new weapons and ammunition used during
combat.” For all of them, as for the military experts, the Balkan Wars
were not an expression of an apparently ‘archaic’ violence, but the
first example of a new type of warfare they expected in the future.
The Balkan Wars, as the Austrian medical doctor Josef Hamburger
concluded from his service in the Bulgarian army, had shown not only
the necessity to professionalize medical support for future wars to
come; the medical competences that were demonstrated during the
wars by foreign doctors could also help soldiers to better master their
fear of combat when it took over their former feelings of “honour and
patriotism’. As Hamburger said of his experiences in the Balkans, not
only did the current ‘modern ammunition” produce injuries that were
easy to cure, but experts should also think about how to produce more
efficient bullets that could “put the wounded out of action’.” Even if
most medical doctors did not bring home anything ‘totally new’, the
Balkan Wars nonetheless for them had ‘great significance as a school of
practical action’.”®

In the Balkan Wars, the effects of inadequate medical care were
disastrous on all sides. ‘No treatment at all on the field would have
been preferable to the well-intended but shocking ignorance’, as
the American war correspondent Fred Fox wrote from the Thracian
battlefield.** The insufficient number and equipment of field hospitals
left many wounded soldiers without quick and appropriate treatment.*
Ivan Popov, a young reserve-officer, even writes in his war memories
about ‘marauding first-aid attendants’, about witnessing wounded
men who had not been treated but ‘whose pockets had been turned
upside-down’.* Because the new military technology meant that battles
lasted much longer than in former wars, the wounded often lay on the
battlefield for hours or even an entire day before they could be cared for
after the fighting ended.”

The major problem, however, was the lack of adequate transportation
facilities. Trains to transport wounded soldiers to the hospitals were
lacking and the few transport facilities were badly organized.” Just as
in the other countries and just as during the wars of 1877-78, the bulk
of the wounded had to be transported by oxcart over bad roads, taking
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sometimes a week or even longer to reach a hospital.”” This delay led to
a high number of casualties among the wounded, particularly during
the early weeks of the campaign.!® There was, as foreign medical
observers correctly recognized, ‘a striking disproportion between the
great number of heavily wounded as a result of the modern weaponry
on the one hand, and the insufficient and primitive facilities for their
transport on the other’,'” thus illustrating again the dichotomy between
‘modernity’ and ‘backwardness’ that characterized the entire war. As
the historian Béla Kiraly has put it, ‘the Balkan Wars were wars in
which the soldiers of underdeveloped societies operated technology far
above their own developmental level’.!*

Experiencing ‘Modern Wars’

Technological modernization also produced new experiences of
warfare, not only for the ordinary soldier, but also for society as a
whole. The Balkan soldiers certainly did not face the ‘industrialized
warfare’ their European companions would experience during the
Great War just two years later. They were not confronted with the
apocalyptic experience of trench warfare lasting for months on end,
the nerve-racking alternation between silence and continuous fire, and
the trauma of shell shock, as were soldiers on the Western Front during
the First World War. Even some of the nineteenth-century wars, like
the Crimean War, which Orlando Figes, for good reason, has recently
labelled as an early example of ‘total war’,'® were far larger in scope and
intensity than the Balkan Wars. For the Balkan combatants, however,
the two wars of 1912-13 produced a new sense of warfare. For many
soldiers, combat differed from everything they had experienced in
previous military confrontations.

To begin with, the sheer number of soldiers involved in the war
overall and during the battles gave the war a new character. Serbia,
which in 1876-78 in its last two wars against the Ottoman Empire
had mobilized 124,000 and 82,000 soldiers, respectively, and in 1885
against Bulgaria just 52,000, called to arms almost 400,000 men, 14
per cent of the entire Serbian population.'™ Bulgaria mobilized almost
600,000 soldiers during the two wars, almost 12 per cent of the entire
population — “a nation in weapons” and ‘something never seen before’,
as the leading army general Radko Dimitriev remembered.'®® Greece,
which had never had an army exceeding 25,000 men, mobilized its
biggest army ever, with more than 150,000 soldiers. During the Second
Balkan War, Greece even recruited orphans, expatriates and men who
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originally were found unfit for service at the front.'® In fact, the Balkan
Wars were the first to be fought as a true levée en masse in Europe.

Still more importantly, battles were often fought for a much longer
time, sometimes over days, or even during the night, something that
soldiers had rarely confronted in earlier wars. Reporting from his service
with the Bulgarian army, the Austrian medical doctor Bertold Reder
wrote about soldiers who had been confronted with constant attacks for
seven days without any opportunity to leave the trench.'”” In addition,
the new weapons created a new experience of organized violence. In
particular, the widely used shrapnel shells of the artillery confronted
the soldiers not only with new kinds of physical damage; while
‘traditional’ gunshot wounds still prevailed, the number of combatants
wounded by artillery fire rose substantially in comparison with former
wars, and accounted for more than 20 per cent of all casualties.'® The
sound of cannon fire made the earth tremble and resonated throughout
the body, as one soldier described his impressions of the battle of Liile
Burgas. Many soldiers were unsure how to behave in the face of such
force.!'” But it was predominantly the psychological impact of these
weapons that created the feeling of a new kind of war among the
soldiers. Even foreign military specialists grasped this dimension of
combat. Albin Kutschbach, a German officer who had been with the
Serbian army, spoke about the “unpleasant music’ of the new artillery,
which with its constant fire created an ‘unbearable situation’ from
which soldiers continued to suffer long after the battle had ended, and
several even ‘went insane”."? The German doctor Ludwig Schliep, who
claimed to have been one of the few working very close to the front lines,
spoke about a ‘concert of hell’ when artillery guns were shaking the air,
and ‘pictures of horror, one never could forget’."! While the artillery
fire was far from the continuous and hours-long bombings the First
World War would bring, diplomats who witnessed the siege of the city
of Scutari noticed the ‘disastrous effect the new generation of artillery’
had on the local population."? Anyone who might have thought that
the new modern weapons would be ‘more humane’, the German war
correspondent Colin Ross wrote, should visit the battlefields of Eastern
Thrace: ‘horrible is the effect of the modern artillery’.!”* While the new
weapons were often rather inefficient in military terms, as military
specialists recognized, the psychological effects were ‘very demanding
for the soldiers’,"* often producing what military doctors called
‘traumatic neuroses’, a term that would become common two years
later during the Great War.!'®

Furthermore, according to military observers, the machine gun,
which in the Russo-Japanese war had played merely the role of an
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‘additional weapon’, in the Balkan Wars ‘turned into an indispensable
one’ and produced what military and medical observers called a
‘strong moral impression” among the soldiers, in particular those who
were confronted with it for the first time."'® In contrast to the Great War,
we have relatively few soldiers” diaries from the Balkan Wars, simply
because many soldiers were still illiterate, particularly on the Ottoman
side but to a lesser extent also on the Serbian side. The little that was
published, however, confirms the sense of the ordinary soldier that
the Balkan Wars had brought a new experience of being confronted
with death. ‘All the time fire, it was horrible’, the Bulgarian soldier
Raicho Maidovski wrote in his diary from the Second Balkan War,
‘for ten days now we have been constantly in a fight, without any rest,
without any sleep’.""” In particular, the Bulgarian siege of Adrianople
in the spring of 1913 with its constant shelling was perceived as an
unknown experience. The ‘power of the artillery ... [and] the light
effects of the flash-lightning thunder of the guns’, as the Austrian consul
von Herzfeld described, ‘were an apotheosis of what we had seen and
heard during the months before’.!®® The constant presence of death was
also noted by others as something new for the soldiers, reflecting the
new forms of warfare.'"’

Even the way of fighting was often perceived by soldiers as
something novel and unusual. While the Balkan Wars in general
were still characterized by conventional face-to-face killing, the new
weaponry also produced a new experience of killing and dying. Not
being familiar with the ‘modern’ weaponry, soldiers often fired without
interruption, using up their supplies of ammunition.”® Ottoman
soldiers in particular, many of them insufficiently trained, often
had problems handling the unfamiliar weapons.'*' Serbian soldiers,
another source reports, initially hesitated to dig trenches to protect
themselves against the enemy’s artillery fire, because they considered
this ‘cowardly’ behaviour.””? Some voiced mixed feelings about this
new way of fighting. ‘Many discussions among us were raised by the
question of the importance of the bayonet and the fire’, the Bulgarian
officer Dimitdr Azmanov wrote in his memoirs. ‘And many of our
officers preferred the bayonet, as a material expression of moral energy,
over the new weaponry.'* With the new weaponry, the experience of
death also changed. ‘Death has become invisible’, wrote Colin Ross,
expressing a feeling that would become a common notion during the
Great War.'?* Even the environment suffered the repercussions of the
new and much more intense way of fighting. Destruction of houses
and whole villages turned entire landscapes into devastated areas.
The British nurse Claire Stobart saw a ‘“depopulated wilderness” when
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she entered the Thracian battlefield after the fighting had ended. ‘“The
land wore an eerie aspect’, the American war photographer Herbert
Baldwin wrote from the same area,' and the Czech pacifist and socialist
Emanuel Skatula was reminded of a ‘Dantesque disaster’ when, as
a young journalist, he visited the region around Lozengrad, where
one of the fiercest battles had been fought.'*® The many casualties,
which also reached unprecedented numbers, the new forms of physical
disabilities, the pictures of totally destroyed and burned villages, all
confronted both soldiers and civilians with a kind of war they had not
known before, and with which their abilities to cope were inadequate.

On the Way to ‘“Total War’?

A third aspect of this ‘new character’ of the Balkan Wars that made
them different from nineteenth-century experiences was the impact of
the conflicts on the respective societies. Again, in comparison with the
Great War, the differences are striking. During the First World War, as
Roger Chickering wrote, it was not only the new intensity of warfare that
turned the war into a ‘total” war, but more than that, its new extensity,
which subordinated the entire society to the necessities of the war.'”
This was not the case in the Balkan Wars. In some respects, particularly
the effects upon the economy, the Balkan Wars by no means reached
the same level of ‘socialized warfare’ as the Great War did. Yet never
before had European society been so affected and involved as during
the two Balkan Wars. In this sense, too, they can be seen as the “prelude’
to the First World War, as Richard Hall has called them.!®

The much deeper impact of the wars on the societies concerned can
be seen first of all in the new dimension of mobilization, mentioned
above, which left virtually no family unaffected. ‘The war’, as a
member of the Austrian Red Cross Mission to Bulgaria remembered of
his impressions when entering the Bulgarian capital Sofia during the
early weeks of the war, ‘was not only felt in each home, it had become
a dictator, whom the entire engine of the people’s and the state’s life
had to serve’.'”” Almost all areas of economic life were interrupted
when mobilization began.'* Mobilization extended deep into society,
and not only in quantitative terms. It affected social groups that in
former times had not really been touched by war. Now, in contrast to
previous wars, governments, in particular the Greek one, tried to call
their emigrants back from abroad.® Bulgaria, with the silent support
of the Russian government, even recruited compatriots from Odessa
and Bessarabia who were not formally Bulgarian citizens.'* For the
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first time, the Ottoman Empire called non-Muslim citizens to arms
in substantial numbers, a measure that later caused a debate as to
whether this had contributed to the country’s disastrous defeat.'®
While the contribution of the non-Muslims to the conduct of the war
was probably of minor significance, whether in “positive’ or ‘negative’
terms,'** recruiting non-Muslims for the Ottoman army was certainly
an example of the new dimensions of mobilization that were reached
in the Balkan Wars. Women had been recruited for medical support
in former wars, for example in 1877-78 or 1885, but during the Balkan
Wars their inclusion became more widespread than ever before. In some
countries, particularly the Ottoman Empire, recruitment of women as
volunteers for the military medical service opened the door to hitherto
unknown professions for young Muslim women. According to a recent
author, the Balkan Wars ‘played a pivotal role in the orientation of
Turkish women toward nursing’.'*® Sometimes the role of women was
even extended into semi-military activities, as women were involved
in the military supply of paramilitary units or were even trained to use
weapons.’® With this new dimension of mobilization and inclusion
in mind, Eyal Ginio, from the perspective of the Ottoman Empire, has
spoken of the Balkan Wars as the ‘first total war’.'¥ Mindful of the
scholarly debate on the criteria for a ‘totality” of warfare, I would not go
that far, but clearly the wars of 1912-13 were a watershed for the Balkan
societies in this respect as well.'?

Another facet of the new dimension of ‘socializing the war’ was
the intensive and systematic preparation of society for war, both
emotionally and ideologically. The decade before the outbreak of the
Balkan Wars had witnessed an outburst of nationalist sentiments in all
the countries of the region, in forms ranging from public discourse to
textbooks and poetry. In Serbia, this intellectual mobilization centred
on the idea of finally ‘liberating’ the Serbs in Kosovo. In Bulgaria, it
was the aim of “uniting’ Macedonia and Thrace with the ‘motherland’.
Historian Stanoje Stanojevi¢ described the public mood during the
last years before the war: ‘All Serbia was turned into a workshop for
the education of the people in one direction ... that Kosovo had to
be revenged’.” In Bulgaria, poets like Kyrill Hristov and the ‘literary
father of the nation’, Ivan Vazov, became ardent advocates of waging
war with the Ottomans to fulfil the dream of an ‘integral’ Bulgaria. In
Greece also, the nationalist discourse had gained new momentum since
the late nineteenth century.'®

Intellectual mobilization for the war became not only more
intensive but also rhetorically sharper, particularly in terms of its
semantic radicalness. The official legitimation for war by the respective
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monarchs and governments still followed the semantic pattern of the
former “Turkish wars’. For example, Ferdinand I of Bulgaria called his
subjects to arms to ‘help our oppressed Christian brothers™! and thus
turned the war into a nouvelle croisade. King George I of Greece spoke
about the war as ‘le cours sacré de 1'orthodoxie’.’*? King Peter I of
Serbia not only referred to the romantic claim of the Serbian ‘medieval
heritage’ and the battle of Kosovo, but also employed a ‘modern’
human rights rhetoric, recalling the French Revolution’s catchwords
of ‘liberté, egalité, fraternité’ as a rationale for war,'*® thus turning
it into a kind of mission civilisatrice. In the Ottoman Empire, too, the
Balkan Wars produced an unprecedented level of emotionalizing war
propaganda, which referred mostly to the atrocities committed by the
Balkan allies against the Muslim population in the Balkans.'* Differing
from the Balkan opponents, however, the Ottoman Sultan refrained
from making use of religious arguments. No ‘jihad” was declared. The
‘imperial idea’, however, was obviously losing ground, even among
the Empire’s Muslim citizens. Among the Anatolian soldiers, as the
commander in chief Mahmud Muhtar Pasa remembered after the wars,
‘a strange emotional state of mind” had been increasingly recognizable:
‘Four Anatolian vilayets [for them] were absolutely sufficient, and [they
thought that] there was no need to shed blood for Rumelia’.'*

Ethnic arguments also played an important part. Here, in particular,
scholarly expertise was given a new role in the preparations for war,
for example in the case of the Serbian ethnographer Jovan Cviji¢ or
the linguist Aleksandar Beli¢, who provided ‘academic’” arguments to
legitimize Serbian territorial claims."*® Moreover, war was given a strong
cultural connotation, and portrayed as a kind of final struggle between
‘European civilization” and ‘Muslim’ and “Asian barbarism’. An issue of
a Serbian journal dedicated to the outbreak of the Balkan Wars spoke
of a “war for freedom and civilization’,'” and Cviji¢ saw the Serbian
conquest of Kosovo as ‘recovering a new area for European culture’.!#
Viewing the war as a decisive clash between ‘culture” and ‘barbarism’
in a sense foreshadowed the intellectual battles two years later between
French and German intellectuals, who described the Great War as a fight
between ‘German culture’ and ‘French civilization’. Sometimes this
culturalist discourse slipped into a semi-racist rhetoric that explicitly
dehumanized the opponent. The anti-Albanian rhetoric within Serbian
public discourse, as in Vladan Djordjevi¢’s crypto-racist description of
the Albanians, is a striking example of this."*’ As another example, the
Serbian writer Veljko Petrovi¢ saw Serbia’s military successes as proof
of ‘the significance of the Serbian race and its historical mission’.’*® In
Greece, after the short alliance with Bulgaria during the First Balkan
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War, it was ‘the Bulgarian” who during the Second Balkan War became
the symbol of ‘the barbarian’ in ‘a fusion of ideas of cultural and racial
backwardness’, as Keith Brown has put it.!™ As for the Ottoman public,
the constant experience of military defeat, foreign intervention and
most of all the expulsion and flight of Turks and Muslims from the
Balkans during the decade before the war radicalized the discourse and
the perception of the Balkans as well, giving them more and more an
essentialist and sometimes even racist undertone.’ Finally, Romania,
having been absent from the First Balkan War, rationalized its short-
term participation in the Second Balkan War with the idea of combat
against the Bulgarian as a symbol of the Barbari balcanilor.' ‘Revenge’,
which became a popular keyword in Serbian war propaganda with
regard to Kosovo,'** might also be taken as an example of this new kind
of radicalized semantics, going beyond the traditional romantic and
nationalist rhetoric of the nineteenth century and turning ‘the other’
into what Carl Schmitt has labelled the ‘absolute enemy’ and the war
into a kind of existentialist necessity, excluding all compromise and
justifying all means.'®

In addition, the perspective on war and the characterization of
violence changed in public and intellectual discourse. While much of
the belligerent rhetoric still followed a traditional nineteenth-century
nationalism, as in Ivan Vazov’s poems about Makedonija, others began
to style the wars as an expression of existential heroism, praising the
‘beauty of the soldier’s body’ or the aesthetic and the dramatic pathos
of battle. Examples include some of Jordan Jovkov’s poems, not to
mention Kyrill Hristov’s belligerent poetry.’ Even a poet like Isidora
Sekuli¢ in Serbia, who later moved much more to the political left, was
caught up in nationalist euphoria on the eve of the Balkan Wars: ‘[we]
might be seen as not being reasonable’, Sekuli¢ wrote in 1912, ‘because
we speak about gallows and revenge and because we like cannons, fire,
and blood’.’” Certainly this was not yet the ‘fire and blood” rhetoric of
the First World War, such as that produced by Ernst Jiinger, but it was
a literary belligerency that very much resembled the fascination with
war that would obsess certain German and French intellectuals on the
eve of the Great War. Praising, as a Serbian journal did, the ‘terrible, the
merciless, the great dead’ for which soldiers now were ready to sacrifice
themselves'™® came close to expressing the morbid fascination with war
that was typical of fin de siecle Europe. The French historians Stéphane
Audoin-Rouzeau and Annette Becker have spoken, with respect to the
First World War, about a ‘culture of war’ as a ‘crystallized corpus of
imagination, which gave the war a deeper meaning’.'® Something very
similar can be found in the Balkans before and during the Balkan Wars.
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Ideological preparation for war, also something unknown in
previous wars, became somewhat institutionalized. In Bulgaria,
almost the entire intellectual elite participated in various institutions
that distributed propaganda, engaged in censorship or offered moral
support to the soldiers.!®® Intellectuals in Serbia were also involved in
expressing and justifying Serbia’s war aims by crafting ethnographic
or historical arguments,'*! an activity that would be repeated two years
later during the Great War, when they were energetically involved
in drafting peace terms.'®* More than ever, churches took part in the
ideological mobilization of the soldiers and the civilian population.'®®
The effort to influence international public opinion was not new
either, but it took hold during the Balkan Wars more intensely and
systematically than ever, producing the many ‘documentations” on all
sides accusing the opponent of war crimes and atrocities.!** For the first
time, and again thanks to a lesson learned from the Russo-Japanese
war in 1905, strict rules of censorship were applied, making unbiased
information flows close to nonexistent. This pertained to journalists,'®®
but with very few exceptions also to foreign military attachés.!®® “The
Serbians allowed the correspondents to see nothing’, Fred Fox wrote
in his reports from the Balkan Wars, ‘the Bulgarian idea was to allow
nothing to be seen ... It was an aggravation of the Japanese censorship
...”.1” Reporting from close to the battlefield and playing the role of an
authentic eyewitness had been part of the professionalization of the
‘modern” war correspondent since the Crimean War.!®® With the Balkan
Wars this had come to a halt. The Times correspondent Reginald Rankin
expressed his frustration: ‘Having travelled thousands of miles, and
spent hundreds of pounds on our paper’s account ... within ten miles
from an epoch-making siege, yet forbidden to travel those last essential
kilometres! ... The war correspondent as we have known him is no
more; fugit Carthago.”'

While foreign press coverage was strongly restricted, the wars
found an unprecedented representation in all kinds of local media.
In Serbia alone, in addition to the daily press, four periodicals during
1912 and 1913 dedicated their thematic scope almost entirely to the
wars, most of all the twice-weekly llustrovana ratna kronika (Illustrated
War Chronicle). Making use not only of reports from the war theatre,
but also of paintings, photos and poetry, this journal did not evade
the reality of warfare, but nevertheless “successfully suppressed any
potentially disturbing reference to the actual suffering and slaughter’.
Instead, it reaffirmed the mythical discourse of the Balkan Wars as the
fulfilment of the heritage of the legacy of the battle of Kosovo, and of
Dusan’s empire.'”’ In particular, photography and even film became

The Wars of Yesterday : The Balkan Wars and the Emergence of Modern Military Conflict, 1912-13, edited by Katrin Boeckh,

and Sabine Rutar, Berghahn Books, Incorporated, 2018. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucd/detail.action?doclD=5247001

Created from ucd on 2021-04-06 05:34:20.



Copyright © 2018. Berghahn Books, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

‘Modern Wars” and ‘Backward Societies’ ® 39

new instruments widely used to bring the war closer to the public. The
Bulgarian illustrated magazine Iljustracija Svetlina, which during the
early stages of the war dedicated almost two-thirds of its pages to the
war, for the first time made use of photographs not only from the front
line, but also from the ‘home front’ in order to represent the war as a
‘war of the entire nation’. The still modest film production industry
also got an important stimulus from the wars. The Balkan Wars thus
contributed to what Karl Kaser has called the ‘visual modernization in
the Balkans’.'”*

The effects of this intensive ideological preparation for war within
the Balkan societies require further research. Official sources and local
observers time and again gave witness to the overall euphoria with which
the decision for war was greeted by the public.'”? Foreign correspondents
were fascinated by the amount of emotional support for war, and
sometimes they wondered with palpable regret whether this could be
possible in their own society.!” “‘Would the Austrian-Hungarian soldier
react in the same way?’ asked Ladislaus von Fényes, a pacifist who had
served in the Hungarian Red Cross mission in Serbia.'”* He suspected
that the Austrian soldier would do his duty, but without the “spiritual
energy’ that he had witnessed among Serbian troops. The military officer
Major Felix Wagner, who had witnessed the war in Thrace, thought
that, lacking all ‘national euphoria’, Austrian soldiers probably could
be motivated at best by discipline and loyalty to the emperor.'”> Despite
the many descriptions in memoirs and official sources, the presence of
this kind of August-Erlebnis (August experience)'’® in the Balkan societies
has been called into question. Lancelot L. Farrar, Jr., in an article in 2003,
tried to show that in the Balkans, war euphoria was more an emotion
cleverly staged by the political elites, one that at best struck root among
the urban inteligencija, than the widespread condition reported by the
official sources.'”” Indeed, some reports, including those by certain
foreign diplomats and observers, portrayed a different state of affairs.
While the German major Hochwaechter, one of the very few German
military advisers who took part in Ottoman military operations, saw
a ‘great enthusiasm’ for the war in Istanbul,'”® diplomatic reports from
the provinces of the Ottoman Empire, particularly Anatolia, indicated
that there was little enthusiasm among the population, and that not
only Christians but also many among the Muslim population made
use of the opportunity to buy an exemption from military service.'””
In the European parts of the Empire, the response to the outbreak of
war and to mobilization was ambivalent at best.’®® For Serbia, usually
described as full of enthusiasm for the war, Alfred Vischer, a Swiss
doctor who witnessed the declaration of war in Belgrade, described less
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a nationalist euphoria than a calm, if supportive response among the
population.”®! The Austrian military attaché in Belgrade also reported
to Vienna that one could hardly speak of real euphoria in the streets,
despite the propaganda campaign orchestrated by the press, and reports
from outside the capital witnessed ‘noisy rallies’, but also ‘indifference’
among the local population.’® The peasant was more interested in his
harvest than in the war, a German diplomat pointed out, questioning
whether the urban euphoria had really reached the countryside.'® In a
similar way, reports from Montenegro, at least for the year 1913, spoke
of ‘bitter reactions” among the peasants when the government ordered
a new conscription in June, when they had to work in the fields.'®
Enthusiasm among the population was ‘sufficient’, but no war is ever
really popular, a Bulgarian officer noted in his diary.'® In Greece, where
the public remembered the bitter defeat of 1897 in the Greco-Ottoman
war, there was a mixed feeling of ‘pride and apprehension’, yet no
substantial ‘anti-war feeling’.'’®® Further research may lead to a more
balanced picture, analogous to what has occurred in research on the
Great War. Even if there was enthusiasm at the beginning of the war,
the daily experiences of fighting increasingly undermined nationalist
feelings. Sometimes, for example within the Bulgarian army, frustration
due to the deteriorating wartime conditions during the Second Balkan
War even led to mutinies.'” Confronted with the new dimensions of
warfare, soldiers lost much of their nationalist sentiment, and even if
they were not questioning the ‘just cause’ of ‘their’ war, they increasingly
perceived it simply as ‘bloodthirsty” and ‘cruel’.'®

Finally, death and physical disability resulting from the war were
more common than ever. Casualties reached unprecedented numbers.
Serbia had lost 6,000 soldiers in 1876 and 2,400 in 1878; 4,750 were
killed or wounded during the war against Bulgaria in 1885." During
the Balkan Wars, the number climbed to 43,000 dead or wounded
during the first war and 44,500 during the second war. Bulgaria
lost 65,000 soldiers, dead or wounded, during the First and almost
80,000 during the short Second Balkan War; more than 30,000 died
of diseases. Battles like those at Catalca, Lozengrad and Kumanovo
produced casualties on a scale never experienced before."” Totals were
still small in comparison with the 37 per cent of soldiers that Serbia
would lose two years later during the Great War and the more than 22
per cent casualty rate that Bulgaria suffered during the same war, but
the Balkan Wars were a departure from previous conflicts. Widows and
disabled persons became visible in the cities and villages and could no
longer be “hidden” within families, as in previous wars.'”> Hundreds of
thousands of refugees confronted the societies still more with the war’s
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human consequences. For the first time, the Balkan societies felt that the
war was not over when the fighting stopped.

‘Modern Wars’ and/or “Archaic Violence’

The Balkan Wars without any doubt featured a particular kind of
violence. It is exactly the degree and the nature of the violence that
have been treated time and again as evidence that the Balkan Wars in
fact were a kind of “archaic war’, rooted in a traditional regional ‘cult of
violence” and deviating from the ‘regulated” warfare to which ‘Europe’
was accustomed, at least at home. (In the colonies, it was a different
story.) Indeed, there is an abundant mass of sources that describe, often
in detail, all kinds of extreme violence committed during the wars by all
warring parties. These sources, however, are often of dubious nature.
The Balkan governments themselves time and again raised the topic
through public media and diplomacy. All addressed the international
powers in pointing out their enemies’ deeds, accusing them of what
by all international criteria amounted to war crimes.'”® The numerous
documentations produced by the warring parties to convict their
opponents of war crimes, and published mostly for an international
audience,'* are also of little value, precisely because of their political
agenda. Local communities presented petitions and accusations to the
international powers and their representatives, providing information
that was often detailed but hard to prove.'”> War correspondence, often
accepted as first-hand evidence even in academic literature, must be
treated with equal care. Most of the journalists, including the famous
Leon Trotsky, who, rather because of his name than his real first-hand
informative value, has become a major source, never came close to the
front line.”® The reports of journalists, noted Richard von Mach, the
experienced Balkan correspondent of the German Kélnische Zeitung,
were almost without exception the product of third-hand information,
if not “even pure fiction’."” Other writers, like Carl Pauli, based their
information on unnamed ‘witnesses’” or collected detailed evidence
concerning war crimes from the press, such as the impressive notes
Leo Freundlich recorded about the events in the Albanian theatre
of war in 1913-14, with a deep empathy for the victims. Such notes
are certainly not without significance, but their details can hardly be
taken for granted.'”® Even the famous Carnegie Report, which became
a kind of key witness for the prosecution and has been quoted time
and again, cannot be read without a due deconstructive effort on the
part of the historian.'” Finally, the members of the various diplomatic
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missions constantly sent reports with news and rumours about acts of
violence on all sides, yet even they repeatedly complained of being cut
off from first-hand information.?” Being suspicious of the reports” and
complaints’ authenticity, it was not only the British government that was
reluctant to take any serious political action.”! Even the Austrians, who,
due to their own tense political relations with Serbia, were particularly
interested in collecting news about Serbian atrocities,*® were critical
towards their sources and attempted to secure the reliability of their
informants.”® They acknowledged that often there was ‘a great deal
of exaggeration’ in the pieces of information they received.”* Still,
information based on witnesses who were deemed to be reliable left no
doubt about the excessive violence that was happening — the killing of
civilians, including women and children; the burning down of houses
and entire villages; the wholesale looting and plundering. Consulate
officials, for example, confirmed having personally observed such
violations.?® Non-partisan witnesses, such as foreign railway engineers
and workers at the‘Oriental Railway’, reported what they had witnessed;
priests, both foreign and domestic, testified to their experiences.?®® The
widespread acts of ‘ethnic cleansing’ raised suspicions among some
observers of a strategy of systematic extermination.?”” This, however,
does not find sufficient backing in the sources. Yet certainly they
radicalized the already ongoing process of ethnic homogenization.”®
Sexual violence against women is also reported time and again in the
sources, usually in a very general way, which makes it difficult to
understand its dimensions and perpetrators.””

In fact, information based on personal observations or provided
by ‘non-partisan’ and ‘reliable’ witnesses left no doubt about the
excessive violence committed against civilians on all sides, about
the burning down of houses and entire villages, about a systematic
‘ethnic cleansing’ in conquered territories. And also going beyond the
suspicious ‘slaughter narratives’ of second- and third-hand reports,
medical doctors and nurses confirmed from what they saw in the
hospitals that the warfare had gone beyond all rules and regulations.*"

Part of this excessive violence was certainly the result of the
‘traditional” dualism of regular and irregular actors, of a longstanding
absence of a strict line between ‘combatants’ and ‘civilians’. Stefan
Papaioannou, in his unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, provides abundant
evidence attesting that, on all sides, the combatants, both regular and
irregular, were responsible for all kinds of atrocities against the local
population,®' and often acting jointly in a coordinated manner.??
Papaioannou’s source collection confirms what the Austrian consul in
Uskiib (Skopje) reported from the battlefield in Macedonia, namely that
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the violence against the civilian population in that area ‘had not been
acts of spontaneous brutality, committed in the heat of the battle by a
gang of crude and embittered soldiers, but in cold blood and obviously
by order’.?® Even Balkan politicians acknowledged the excessive nature
of the violence from time to time, usually attributing it to “uncontrolled’
irregular forces.?* Taking account of the fact that the violence
sometimes decreased when the regular army replaced the irregulars
in a given occupied area,*™ there still can be no doubt that the armies
and their leaders were responsible for atrocities as well, either by direct
participation or simply by not intervening in the activities of irregular
forces. Describing in a long and very personal Stimmungsbericht (report
on the atmosphere) what he saw after the Serbian occupation of Uskiib,
the Austrian consul Heimroth wrote that the Serbian troops had to be
held responsible at the very least for not having stopped the excessive
violence directed against the city’s Muslim population after they had
entered the town.”® In another report, Heimroth added that not even in
the Russo-Japanese war had he heard so many complaints about violence
as was committed in a war that had begun under the slogan of liberating
the Christian brothers and apparently ended with the suppression and
attempted extermination of the whole non-Orthodox population.?”
Occasionally, even some of the soldiers” diaries note acts of violence that
they witnessed or even took part in during the fighting.*!

Blaming irregular forces and the army, Papaioannou on the other
hand explicitly exonerates the civilian population from any accusation
of having played an active role in this violence. He maintains that
civilians were neither willing to kill their neighbours nor were they
willing to die over ethnic and religious differences.?’ While he presents
some good evidence, I still wonder to what extent such a generalization
is appropriate. Indeed, Christians and Muslims time and again tried
to prevent violence against each other when the military situation
changed and a new army arrived.”® On the other hand, the Balkan Wars
created what Jorg Baberowski in a different context has called ‘spaces
of opportunity’ (Erméglichungsriume) for committing violence without
the danger of being penalized.??" Considerable evidence is available
that ‘ordinary people’, too, were drawn into the dynamics of violence,
not only as victims but also as bystanders and even perpetrators.
Peasants took part in the fights, thus contributing to the blurring of
the front lines.””? The population distributed the land of their expelled
neighbours among themselves,? took part in plundering or helped the
troops and paramilitaries to identify the ethnic ‘other’.?* What appears
as ‘the mob’ in diplomatic reports about the plundering of houses, in
particular those left by the Muslim population, was nothing other than
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‘ordinary citizens’, sometimes ‘among the better families’, making use
of the situation.?” During the conquest of the city of Ioannina/Janina
by the Greek army, the report of the Austrian consulate-general tells us
that “the local population was affected literally by a kind of fever’ and
committed atrocities that ‘are totally incompatible with the cultural
mission the Balkan states claim to pursue in their fight’.?® While it was
certainly the armies and particularly the irregular groups that carried
the violence into the local communities, it seems that the disappearance
of the boundary between ‘the civilian” and ‘the soldier’, so typical of
the Balkan Wars, makes it difficult to draw any sharp line between
soldiers, paramilitaries and civilians. “The three categories merge into
one’, Heimroth wrote, summarizing his experiences in Uskiib. ‘It seems
that the liberator and the liberated join forces, acting jointly against the
hated Muslims."?’

In other respects also, rules of warfare were obviously ignored.
Wounded soldiers, it seems, were mistreated or even killed, albeit
obviously not on a large scale and not in a systematic way. Foreign
doctors observed that wounded enemy soldiers often arrived at
the hospital with clear signs of physical mistreatment. ‘Did you not
recognize that there was not a single Turk among the wounded?’,
Ladislaus von Fényes asked his colleague in the hospital. “‘What has
happened to them??® And Stojan Christov Kamburov, a senior officer
with the 7th Preslav regiment, describes in his diary how his commander
simply shot a wounded Turkish soldier who had asked the bypassing
Bulgarians for some water.”” There were also rumours among diplomatic
representatives about the mistreatment or even killing of prisoners
of war.®® As a matter of fact, the totally new dimension of general
mobilization confronted the warring parties with an unprecedented
number of prisoners.”! All sides, in particular during the Second
Balkan War, blamed the others for not respecting international rules as
far as the treatment of prisoners of war was concerned.”? The sources,
however, present a highly inconsistent picture and do not allow a
generalized interpretation. Prisoners were certainly held under bad
conditions, particularly in the conquered territories. After the conquest
of the city of Adrianople by the allied forces, Turkish prisoners were
kept for days without sufficient food supplies or medical treatment,
which caused substantial casualties. Similar pieces of information were
given by the Austrian consulate official from Ni$.?** Complaints about
widespread and systematic mistreatment of prisoners of war or even
large-scale murder,”* however, met with some scepticism even among
the Western powers.?® Admitting the lack of precise information and
not denying cases of bad supply or maltreatment, German diplomatic
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sources from Bulgaria for example considered Ottoman complaints still
‘heavily exaggerated’. At least from the cases about which they had
received direct evidence, they saw no grave violations of international
standards.”® And while the German Red Cross did notice a ‘rough
treatment’ of the prisoners, leaving them with insufficient food, shelter
and medical care,®” the International Red Cross saw no evidence of any
systematic mistreatment, either.?*

Much of what in contemporary literature was described as a
disturbingly ‘Balkan’ violence actually found its equivalents in
other European wars, and particularly in the Great War. Generally,
Papaioannou’s conclusion is correct that this violence, in many
respects, represented ‘practices the Balkan armies shared with
their contemporaries in Western and Central Europe’.” Indeed,
it is questionable whether the idea of a regulated ‘Bellona’, where
‘the soldier is characterized by a maximum of regulated violence,
limiting violence to combatants’,*® has ever been a reality in a war,
European or otherwise.?! The Balkan Wars in this sense can hardly
be seen as exceptional. What is more, the Balkan Wars and the First
World War cannot be distinguished in terms of their violence. John
Horne and Alan Kramer have given abundant examples of German
war crimes at the Belgian front that do not essentially differ from
many of the atrocities committed during the Balkan Wars.**? Joanne
Bourke has found examples of ‘carnevalesque rites of killing’** that
differ little from the excesses of the Balkan Wars. Mistreatment and
even the killing of prisoners of war took place not only in the colonial
wars outside Europe** but during the Great War as well.**® ‘Ethnic
cleansing’, apparently so typical of Balkan history and certainly more
systematically carried out during the Balkan Wars than ever before,
saw many parallels on the Eastern Front during the First World War.?%

Conclusion

Following Maria Todorova’s influential paradigm of the ‘imagining of
the Balkans’, scholars have warned about debating the Balkan Wars in
terms of “a “typification” of differences between Europe and the Balkan
‘other’ . Indeed, in placing the Balkan Wars within European war
history, one should not ‘exoticize’ them as “un-European’ wars deviating
from the traditions of ‘regulated’” European warfare, nor should one
simply see them as ‘typical’ of what Mark Mazower has called the
‘dark continent’. To refer to Reinhart Koselleck’s term Sattelzeit (a time
of transition), they should be seen in their deep vacillation between
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being ‘traditional” and ‘modern’.*® Highly modernized armies and an
unprecedented mobilization of manpower came up against the limited
institutional and organizational capacities of “premodern’ states and
societies. Contemporary military observers indeed already noticed
these ambiguities. The wars, as the British Major Howell acknowledged,
‘cannot in every sense be classed as modern; only to a limited extent can
they convey to us the impression of what modern European warfare
really means .... The armament was up to date; but, as in Manchuria
[in the Russo-Japanese war 1904-5], the general state of the country,
in which all the operations took place, was a hundred or five hundred
years behind the times’.?

The destructive capabilities of ‘modern’ armies merged with a
‘tradition” of warfare that was not based on a clear distinction between
‘regular’ and ‘irregular’ actors. The result was a hitherto unknown
level of violence and the overturning of experiences and skills that
people had derived from the experiences of previous wars. In their
ideological dimensions, the wars no less show their deeply ambivalent
character, being fuelled by the ‘traditional’ romantic nationalism of
the nineteenth-century ‘Oriental Question’, but also by the ‘new’
twentieth-century rhetoric of ‘culturalism” and ‘racism’. The wars were
legitimized with conventional religious arguments, but at the same
time seen by intellectuals as a field for new existential experiences. If
‘modernity and primitive archaism coexisted [even] in the Great War’,*°
as Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau and Annette Becker have remarked, then
the Balkan Wars surely are to be considered an integral part of the
history of twentieth-century European wars.
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Hall, The Balkan Wars, 90.

Cf. the description by the Austrian medical doctor Hanasiewicz, who
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greques contre les atrocités bulgares. Sofia, 24 November 1913.
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Greek communities against Bulgarian atrocities, see ibid., P.A. XXXVIII
Konsulate 374: Adrianopel 1906-1917, M. von Nettovich an Berchtold:
Intervention griechischer Bewohner wegen der von den Bulgaren
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begangenen Greueltaten, no. 79, Adrianople, 30 October 1913; ibid., von
Herzfeld an Berchtold: Unterdriickung der griechischen Bevélkerung, Z
32./P., Adrianople, 16 April 1914.

Not by chance, his war reports, forgotten and ignored for decades,
were reprinted during the Yugoslav wars of the 1990s: Leo Trotzki,
Die Balkankriege 1912/13 (Essen: Arbeiterpresse-Verlag, 1996 [1926]).
On Trotsky as a war correspondent, cf. also Maria Todorova, ‘War
and Memory: Trotsky’s War Correspondence from the Balkan Wars’,
Perceptions. Journal of International Affairs XVIII(2) (2013), 5-28.

Von Mach, Briefe aus dem Balkankrieg, 72-76. Suspicious for his obviously
often fabricated information in particular is Hermenegild Wagner, war
correspondent for the Vienna based Reichspost. Cf. the English edition
of his wartime memories: Hermenegild Wagner, With the Victorious
Bulgarians (New York/Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1913). For a
careful discussion of the correspondents’ information on atrocities, cf.
Weber, Die Balkankriege, 25-35, 44.

Cf. Carl Pauli, Kriegsgreuel. Erlebnisse im tiirkisch-bulgarischen Krieg 1912:
Nach den Berichten von Mitkimpfern und Augenzeugen bearbeitet (Minden:
Wilhelm Kohler o. J.,, [1913]); Leo Freundlich, Albaniens Golgotha:
Anklageakten gegen die Vernichter des Albanervolks (Vienna: J. Roller,
1913), included also in the recently edited enlarged correspondence:
Leo Freundlich, Die Albanische Korrespondenz: Agenturmeldungen aus
Krisenzeiten Juni 1913—August 1914, ed. Robert Elsie (Munich: Oldenbourg,
2012).Seealso Carlo Villavicenzo, Im belagerten Scutari: Nach Aufzeichnungen
der Skutariner Jesuiten (Vienna: Verlag d. Kongregationszeitschr., 1913).
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Report of the International
Commission to Inquire into the Causes and Conduct of the Balkan Wars
(Washington, DC: The Endowment, 1914). For the background of the
commission, see Nadine Akhund, ‘The Two Carnegie Reports: From the
Balkan Expedition of 1913 to the Albanian Trip of 1921’, Balkanologie 14(1-
2) (2012), 1-17, http://balkanologie.revues.org/index2365.html (accessed 1
April 2014).

Cf., for example, PA AA, R 14 222, Dt. Botschaft Pera an Reichskanzler
Bethmann-Hollweg, 24 October 1912; OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 388.
Prochaska an Berchtold, no. 5, Prizren, 30 January 1913: Die Kampfe in
Luma, claiming that due to the situation there is hardly any chance of
getting unbiased information.

OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 388. Graf Mensdorff an Berchtold no. 11 G,
London, 31 January 1913: Interpellation im englischen Unterhause {iber
Grausamkeiten am Balkan; ibid., 389, Graf Mensdorff an Berchtold, no.
16 F, London, 15 February 1913; ibid., 390, Mensdorff an Berchtold, no.
21, London, 3 March 1913: Massacres von Albanesen durch serbische
Truppen.

The Austrian Foreign Ministry, for example, suggested to its ministers
that news about Serbian atrocities should be made public, but without
giving the impression that they were based on Austrian sources: OeStA,
HHStA P.A. XII. 386. Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg 386, Fiir den Einlauf,
Vienna, 19 November 1912.
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The Austrian consul in Macedonia, Heimroth, for example, time and
again sent his own assistants in the field to check the news on atrocities
as closely as possible before reporting to Vienna: OeStA, HHStA P.A.
XII. 386. Telegramm an von Ugron no. 2703, Belgrad, 15 November 1912,
or ibid., 389, Heimroth an Berchtold, no. 26, Ueskiib, 9 February 1913:
Gausamkeiten der Serben gegen Albaner. Hesitating to confirm Serbian
atrocities, see, for example, ibid., 388, Ledinegg an Berchtold, vertraulich,
Antivari, 10 January 1913. For similar reluctant British diplomats, see ibid.,
390, Mensdorff an Berchtold, no. 21, London, 3 March 1913: Massacres
von Albanesen durch serbische Truppen. The French consulate in August
1912 sent its own mission to prove Greek accusations of Bulgarian
atrocities, coming to the conclusion that without any doubt cruelties were
committed by the regular army, but on a much lesser scale than claimed:
ibid., 438, Telegramm Baron Braun, no. 463, Athens, 3 August 1912. The
French correspondent Henry Barby, generally sympathetic to the Serbian
cause, is biased when he rejects Austrian reports on violence by the
Serbian army as unfounded ‘alleged cruelties’ (‘prétendues atrocités’);
cf. Henry Barby, La Guerre des Balkans: Les victoires serbes (Paris: Bernard
Grasset, 1913), 255.

OeStA, HHStA 390 Ugron an Berchtold, no. 67 A-C, vertraulich, Belgrad,
27 March 1913: Mitteilungen des italienischen Militarattachés tiber die
serbischen Greueltaten. With regard to Bulgarian accusations against the
Greek army, see ibid., 438, Kral an Berchtold, no. 150, Salonich, 9 August
1913: Eingabe des bulgarisch-katholischen Bischofs fiir Mazedonien
an einige Grossmadchte; ibid., P.A. XXXVIII Konsulate 374: Adrianopel
1906-1917, von Herzfeld an Berchtold: Ansiedelung mohamedanischer
Fliichtlinge und Lage der griechischen Bevolkerung, Z 31./P., Adrianople,
8 April 1914.

Cf., for example, the report by the consulate officer in Kirkilisse on the
Bulgarian occupation of the district, OeStA, HHStA. P.A. XII Tiirkei 389,
Pallacivini an Berchtold, no. 7 F, Constantinople, 6 February 1913: Die
Bulgaren in Kirkilisse and of the Austrian Vicekonsul in Serres; ibid., 438,
Kral an Berchtold, no. 114, Salonich, 30 June 1913: Vorlage eines Berichts
des k.u.k. Vizekonsuls in Serres.

The reliability of a long report by the Italian bishop Miedia about
Serbian violence against the Albanian and Muslim population in Uskiib/
Skopje, for example, was discussed in detail by the Austrian consulate,
who concluded it to be well founded at least in the general picture it
conveyed: OeStA, HHStA., P.A. XII Tiirkei 389, Dr von Heimroth an Seine
Excellenz Leopold Grafen von Berchtold, no. 26, Ueskiib, 9 February
1913: Grausamkeiten der Serben gegen Albaner; cf. also the report by a
‘nationally minded” Bulgarian priest on Bulgarian (!) violence, ibid., 387,
Kral an Berchtold, no. 209, Salonich, 17 December 1912: Die bulgarischen
Greuel im Inneren; reports by railway servants, ibid., 388, Kral an
Berchtod, no. 7, Salonich, 7 January 1913.

Cf., for example, the Daily Chronicle of 12 November 1912 with regard
to Serbian violence against Albanians; similarly, with regard to Serbian
politics against the Muslim population in Macedonia, see OeStA, HHStA
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P.A. XII 386. Tiirkei Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg, von Ugron an Berchtold,
no. 136, E Belgrad, 15 November 1912: Nachrichten aus Uskiib; and with
regard to the Bulgarian politics, ibid., Kral an Berchtold, no. 187, Salonich,
23 November 1912: Greueltaten der Bulgaren auf dem flachen Lande
Mazedoniens.

Theodora Dragostinova recently stressed for the Bulgarian-Greek the
continuity of ethnic homogenization. The process started before the
Balkan Wars, accelerated during the war and was ‘completed” after its
end. Theodora Dragostinova, ‘Continuity vs. Radical Break: National
Homogenization in the Greek-Bulgarian Borderlands before and after the
Balkan Wars’, Journal of Genocide Research 18(4) (2016), 405-26.

Usually complaints about attacks on Muslim villages, besides other acts
of violence, include the general information that ‘women and young girls
were violated’. OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 390, von Péazel an Berchtold, no.
14, Prizren, 9 March 1913: Aeusserung zu einigen, in einem Memorandum
des Prizrener katholischen Erzbischofs angefiihrten Greueltaten; ibid.,
von Heimroth an von Ugron in Belgrad, no. 22/po. Ueskiib, 18 March
1913: Protest des franz. Gesandten wg. serbischer Ubergriffe im Kaza
Gilan Anfang Marz; ibid.: k.u.k. Militdrattaché in Cetinje, 17 March
1913, Z. 1324: Grausamkeiten montenegrinischer Truppen; ibid., 391,
Generalkonsul Kral an Berchthold, no. 71, Salonich, 21 April 1913: Die
Zwangskonversionen der tiirkischen Landbevolkerung durch die
Bulgaren: Bericht aus Cavalla; ibid., 389, Heimroth an Berchtold, no.
26 streng vertr., Ueskiib, 9 February 1913: Grausamkeiten der Serben
gegen Albaner; ibid., 413, SM.S. Kais. u. Konig. Maria Theresia. Res.
no. 410. Missionsbericht fiir die Zeit vom 10 bis 12 November 1912,
Salonich, 13 November 1912 on the Bulgarian occupation of Salonika;
OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 206. Berichte 1912 VII-XII, 1913 I-IX: Markgraf
Pallavicini an Berchtold: Beschwerde des dkumenischen Patriarchates
iiber Ausschreitungen der bulgarischen Okkupationstruppen gegen die
griechisch-orthodoxe Bevolkerung, no. 34, Jenikdy, 19 June 1913; ibid.,
P.A. XXXXVIII Konsulate 416. Saloniki 1913-1915: Generalkonsul Kral
an Berchtold, Prekare Lage der Land- und Stadtbevolkerung im Inneren
Mazedoniens, ZI. 104, Salonich, 23 June 1913 on sexual violence by the
Bulgarian army in Serres; ibid., P.A. XXXVIII Konsulate 397. Monastir
1912-1914, 1916: Vizekonsul Zitkovszky an Berchtold: Serbische Greuel,
no. 142, 13 December 1913; for a British account, cf. also Cpt. Boyle’s
detailed report on his trip to Thracian villages shortly after the war had
ended, in which he wrote about rape, though this sounds stereotypical
and the results hard to verify: The National Archive, Royal Navy (TNA,
RN): ADM 116/1193, Cpt. Boyle to Sir F. Elliot, Athens, 5 August 1913.
The many reports on mutilation, for example, were often told in semantic
stereotypes of the traditional ‘Tiirkengreuel’ (‘Turkish atrocities’), but
nevertheless were confirmed from time to time by foreign medical
doctors, who were confronted with injuries obviously resulting from acts
of mutilation. Cf. OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII. 386. Tarnowski an Berchtold,
no. 84 A-E, Sofia, 5 November 1912: Zum Kriege.
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Stefan Sotiris Papaioannou, Balkan Wars between the Lines: Violence and
Civilians in Macedonia 1912-1918, Ph.D. dissertation (Maryland: University
of Maryland, 2012), 122-39.

Referring to a ‘highly reliable’” Bulgarian priest, the Austrian consul-
general in Saloniki reported ‘an intimate cooperation’ between the regular
army and the ‘bands” in Bulgarian-occupied Macedonia in early 1913,
thereby making practically all official orders to restrict the activities of the
bands irrelevant. OeStA, HHStA 389, Kral an Berchtold, no. 30, Salonica,
5 February 1913: Atrocitdten und Pliinderungen der bulgarischen Banden
wahrend des Krieges.

PA AA, R 14 276, Bericht des &sterreichischen Generalkonsuls in Uskiib,
24 October 1913; similar reports in ibid.,, R 14 221, Akten betr. den
Balkankrieg, Bd. 4: Dt. Residentur Cetinje, 20 October 1912; ibid., R 14
222, Akten betr. die Balkan-Kriege 1912/13, Bd. 7: Kaiserl.-Dt. Konsulat
Saloniki, no. 3209, 25 October 1912.

‘If isolated cases of crimes have occurred’, as the Serbian government
wrote in response to an intervention by the British government, ‘the
offenders have been punished ... in the same manner as all offences
committed by the members of comitadji bands which could not be
controlled by the military authorities’. OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII. 389.
Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg 389, Mensdorff an Berchtold, no. 19, London,
28 February 1913: Beilage Memorandum des Foreign Office. Similarly, for
the Bulgarian position, Radev, Ot triumf do tragediia, 67; see also Bulgarian
Foreign Minister Stanchoff in a conversation with the Austrian consul-
general in Saloniki, OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 387. Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg
387, Kral an Berchtold, no. 197, Salonich, 5 December 1912: Gespréach
mit Minister Stanchoff. The Greek government rejected all complaints
about acts of violence against the civilian population, explaining the few
it could not deny as pure ‘revenge’ for the many ‘Turkish atrocities’: ibid.,
388: Telegramm Baron Braun, no. 1275, Athens, 7 January 1913.

OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 386. Kral an Berchtold, no. 188, vertraulich,
Salonica, 22 November 1912: Die Ereignisse von Serres; ibid., 390,
Legationssekretar Bilinski an Seine Excellenz Leopold Grafen von
Berchtold, no. 24, Janina, 27 March 1913: Situation in Janina; ibid., 414
P.A. XII. Tiirkei Liasse XLV/5: Balkankrieg, Kral an Berchtold ZI 213/
vertraulich: Die Zustande in Cavalla.

OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 386. Politischer Gegenstand no. 126, Uskiib,
18 November 1912. Similarly, from the Macedonian theatre of war, the
Austrian consul in Saloniki, Kral, reported with respect to the Bulgarian
army that despite some orders forbidding arbitrary violence against
civilians, owing to the ‘intimate cooperation” between the regular army
and the irregular forces, the army had in no way tried to stop the activities
of the bands: ibid., Kral an Berchtold, no. 30, Salonica, 5 February 1913:
Atrocititen und Pliinderungen der bulgarischen Banden wahrend des
Krieges. A French fact-finding commission came to the conclusion that
‘Bulgarian’ atrocities against the Greek population, however exaggerated
they may have been in local reports, had been organized ‘in a systematic
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way’ by the army: ibid., 438 P.A. XII. Tiirkei Liasse XLV/15: Balkankrieg,
Telegramm Baron Braun, no. 463, Athens, 3 August 1912.

OeStA, HHStA. P.A. XII 390. Heimroth an von Ugron, no. 12/pa, Uskiib,
18 March 1913.

Cf., for example, Andrija Jovicevi¢, Dnevnik iz balkanskih ratova [Diary
from the Balkan Wars] (Belgrade: Sluzbeni list SR], 1996), 125; Azmanov,
Moiata epokha, 95; Dodov, Dnevnik, 32; Stefan Khristov Kamburov, Edin
mnogo dilg pdt: Dnevnik na Stoian Khristov Kamburov [A Very Long Way:
The Diary of Stoian Khristov Kamburov] (Sofia: Pres izdatelstvo, 2003),
17, who writes about paramilitary volunteers (opilchentsi) burning down
Muslim houses and ‘taking away what they could carry” of what had been
left behind by the fleeing Turkish population; similarly, see Nikolov, Treta
otdelna Armiia, 129.

Papaioannou, Balkan Wars between the Lines, 128-32.

OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 385. Konsul Halla an von Berchtold, no. 130
vertraulich, Monastir, 30 October 1912: Die Verteidigung Monastirs;
ibid., 386, Generalkonsul Kral an von Berchtold, no. 189, Salonich, 26
November 1912: Bericht der k.u.k. Consularagentie in Cavalla vom 8.d.M.
Zl: 343 {iber die Ereignisse in Drama und Cavalla.

Jorg Baberowski, ‘Einleitung: Ermoglichungsraume exzessiver Gewalt’,
in Jorg Baberowski and Gabriele Metzler (eds). Gewaltrdume: Soziale
Ordnungen im Ausnahmezustand, Frankfurt/M. 2012, 7-27.

Cf. the fighting around Ioannina in November 1912, about which Austrian
observers reported that ‘andartes and the village population” committed
atrocities against the local Muslim and Wallachian population. OeStA,
HHStA P.A. XII 385. Bilinski an Berchtold, no. 89, Janina, 17 November
1912: Zur Situation. Here it is reported that paramilitaries and the ‘local
population committed awful crimes against soldiers and the unarmed
Muslim population’. See also the report by the German major in the
Ottoman army Giinter to the German Foreign Office in PA AA, R 14 225
Akten betr. den Balkan-Krieg, Bd. 10: 22/23 October 1912. On violence
committed by Greek andartes, cf. also the diary by French consul Guy
Chantepleure (pseudonym of Jeanne-Caroline Violet-Dussap), who was
in the city during the siege: Guy Chantepleure, La ville assiégée: Janina
Octobre 1912—Mars 1913 (Paris: Calmann-Lévy, 1913), 230.

Kamburov, for example, describes in his diary how local Bulgarian
peasants burned the Ottoman tefter (register) after their village had been
‘liberated” by Bulgarian forces, thus preventing any claim on property
by the fleeing Turkish population. Kamburov, Edin mnogo dilg pit, 23.
Reports about the local Serbian population from Mitrovica distributing
the land of their Muslim neighbours among themselves can be found in
OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 391. v. Uron an Berchtold, no. 82 a-B, Belgrad, 15
April 1913: Militarische und politische Berichte aus Nisch und Mitrovitza,
Beilage.

Cf. examples from the following reports: PA AA, R 14 222, Kaisl.-Dt.
Konsulat Saloniki, 25 October 1912; ibid., Kaisl. Gesandtschaft Sofia, no.
70, Abschrift eines Berichts des dster. Konsuls Herzfeld in Adrianopel.
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Cf., for example, the report on the city of Monastir in OeStA, HHStA
P.A. XII 389. Atrocitaten und Pliinderungen der bulgarischen Banden
wiahrend des Krieges; similarly, for Monastir and Uskiib, ibid., 386, Halla
an Berchtold, no. 137, Monastir, 25 November 1912: Die Auslieferung
Monastirs an die Serben; ibid., 386, Politischer Bericht Dr Heimroth,
no. 125, Uskiib, 18 November 1912; ibid., 388, Halla an Berchtold, no. 6,
vertraulich Monastir, 17 January 1913: Verwiistung der mohamedanischen
Distrikte des Vilajets Monastir. Under the pretext of collecting weapons,
as reported from the Greek and Bulgarian conquest of Salonica, soldiers
‘being guided by local vagabonds’ entered the houses in the city’s Turkish
and Jewish quarter, plundering whatever they could find. Ibid., Kral an
Berchtold, no. 183, Salonica, 17 November 1912: Die Ausschreitungen
der bulgarischen und griechischen Truppen. The Austrian consul in
Adrianople reported his own observations that after the Bulgarian
conquest of the city, ‘the mob’ together with soldiers and komitadzi had
plundered the houses of beds, other furniture and ‘even a piano’. Ibid.,
391, Tarnowski an Berchtold, no. 27, E, Sofia, 14 April 1913; Beilage Dr
Max von Herzfeld, no. 1/re Adrianople, 9 April 1913: Inzidenzfall nach
der Einnahme der Stadt. For the city of Kavalla, see the report based on
first-hand observations after the Bulgarians had left the city, by British
Navy Cpt. Boyle, TNA, RN: ADM 116/1193, Cpt. Boyle to Sir F. Elliot,
Athens, 5 August 1913 [3751], confidential.

PA AA, R 14 230, Akten betr. den Balkan-Krieg Bd. 15: Bericht des
Osterreichischen Konsuls in Janina, 11 March 1913. See the more detailed
original report on the conquest of Janina, in OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 390.
Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg, Bilinski an Berchtold, no. 12, Janina, 11 March
1913: Fall der Festung Janina. His colleague Halla from Monastir/Bitola
spoke in a similar way about ‘an unbound Christian population” when
Greek soldiers had entered the city of Korca. Ibid., 388, Halla an Berchtold,
no. 1, Monastir, 4 January 1913: Der Einzug der Griechen in Korca.
OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII, 389. Heimroth an Berchtold, no. 26, streng
vertraulich, Ueskiib, 9 February 1913.

Von Fényes, Tagebuch eines Mannes vom Roten Kreuz, 102.

Kamburov, Edin mnogo dilg pat, 19. A very similar description can also
be found in the diary of Petdr Zhechev Kurdomanov: Stanka Georgieva,
Voinishki dnevnik na Petdr Zhechev Kurdomanov za Balkanskata voina [The
War Diary of Petar Zhechev Kurdomanov on the Balkan Wars] (Sofia:
RITT, 2001), 81. Based on ‘neutral” eyewitnesses, whom he assumed to be
reliable, the Austrian consulate officer Bilinski reported similar cases from
the Greek conquest of Ioanina. OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 390. Liasse XLV/3:
Balkankrieg, Legationssekretar Bilinski an Berchtold, no. 24, Janina, 27
March 1913: Situation in Janina.

PA AA, R 14 220 Akten betr. den Balkan-Krieg 1912/13, Bd. 5: Telegramm
no. 49 aus Cetinje an AA, 19 October 1912; OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 386.
Liasse XLV/3: Balkankrieg, k.u.k. Militarattaché in Belgrad Res. no. 283:
Einflufs der Sicherheitsverhaltnisse in den neu besetzten Gebieten bei
einem Kriege mit der Monarchie; based on the information of a Swiss
railway engineer in Uskiib, ibid., 386, Stephan von Ugron an Berchtold,
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no. 136 E, Belgrad, 15 November 1912: Nachrichten aus Uskiib; ibid., 387,
Kral an Berchhold, no. 203, Salonich, 9 December 1912: Die Greuel von
Strumitza; ibid., P.A. XII 438. Liasse XLV/15: Balkankrieg, Graf Tarnowski
an Berchthold, no. 48 D, Sofia, 17 August 1913: Massacrierung bulgarischer
Kriegsgefangener; on the alleged killing of prisoners by Serbian soldiers in
Prizren, ibid., P.A. XXXVIII Konsulate 405, Prizren 1912-1914: Telegramm
no. 236, 6 April 1914, 5.20 Uhr. Austrian Prince Windisch-Graetz, who
witnessed the war as part of a Bulgarian unit, also speaks about the killing
of prisoners during the campaign at Dedeagach. See, based on Windisch-
Graetz’s personal notes, Alfred von Dietl, Taktische Schilderungen aus den
Balkankriegen 1912/13, Vol. I (Vienna: Seidel, 1914), 29.

The Bulgarian side, for example, claimed to have taken 20,000 prisoners
after the battle of Kirkilisse. OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII 385. Liasse XLV/3:
Balkankriege, Telegramm Graf Tarnowski, no. 5019, Sofia, 24 October
1912. After the Greek conquest of Saloniki, up to 25,000 prisoners of war
were reported. Ibid., 386, Freiherr von Braun an Berchtold, no. 52, Athens,
10 November 1912: Zur Besetzung Saloniki’s durch die griechische
Armee. On the increasing number of prisoners of war, cf. also the reports
by the International Red Cross, Bulletin International de la Croix Rouge 173
(1913), 56-60.

On interventions by the Ottoman government against Bulgaria, cf. PA
AA, Kaiserliche Deutsche Botschaft in Konstantinopel, betr. Balkankrieg,
Spec. 202 VII 8a, Bd. 84: Sublime Porte, Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres
no. 34 032, 26 June 1913; OeStA, HHStA P.A. XII. Tiirkei Liasse XLV/21
Balkankrieg, Ambasssade Impériale Ottomane: Note verbale. Au
Ministére Impérial et Royal des Affaires Etrangéres no. 3938 3, 7 August
1913 (‘... que les bulgares poussent leur sauvagerie jusqu’a massacrer
les prisonniere de guerre Ottomans se trouvant en Bulgarie”); ibid., 392,
Graf Tarnowski, Sofia, 12 April 1913: Telegramm in Chriffren; and against
Greece, ibid., 386, Kral an Berchtold, no. 186, Salonica, 23 November
1912: Nichteinhaltung der Uebergabebedingungen durch die Griechen
in Salonich; against Serbia, ibid., 411, Ambassade Impériale Ottomane no.
37857: Note verbale, Vienna, 19 November 1912. On Bulgarian complaints
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